Pumps, Taps, Wells and Springs
Text: David Gibbs

Photos: as noted where known

Piped water, it seems, arrived in the village in the mid-1880s, as is evident by the 1885
date stone on the tap surround at Knapp. But it wasn’t a village-wide supply. This
particular tap was linked to a private reservoir that supplied Moorlands House and it
only served the cottages in the Knapp area. The rest of the village relied heavily on
springs, wells and pumps and continued to do so for many years after.
It was probably around ten years after
the Knapp tap was installed that a villagewide mains supply became available,
courtesy of the local authority, but not
many of the cottages rented by poorer
people are likely to have been connected.
One reason for this is that the landlords
wouldn’t, or couldn’t, pay for the
installation. Chard Rural District was the
local authority at that time and the
document reproduced alongside gives an
indication of what those installation
costs might have been. It relates to the
installation of a communal tap serving
three cottages at Hewish, west
Crewkerne. The tap was set in the hedge
opposite the cottages. My grandfather
owned one of the cottages and
presumably,
the
amount
indicated
represented one third of the total cost.
As late as the 1930s, the Knapp tap was still functioning. My family, before my
appearance, lived near Knapp, in the second cottage up from the present-day pharmacy
and the tap was the only water supply to which my mother and her neighbours had
access. My sister Marjorie later lived in the same cottage, in the early 1950s when she
was first married, but by that time the Knapp tap was out of use and my sister shared a
single outside tap, installed in a passageway at the rear of the properties, with her
next-door neighbours. There may well have been similar arrangements elsewhere in the
village, but plenty of instances where to turn on a tap was still something of a luxury.
Well into the 1950s, down the length of lower Broadway, with which I was very familiar,
there was a series of wells, typically one well serving two or three cottages. The
cottage in which I was born and grew up shared its well with three other cottages.
There must have been dozens of wells all over the village. My sister and her life-long
friend Peggy, both in their mid-eighties, recently recalled that there were ten wells
between Knapp and Beadon Lane alone! I can remember a good many, but not quite that
many.
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Even the water supply to the first fourteen houses built by the council at Hitchen in
the 1920s were supplied from wells sunk at the rear of each block, the water being
raised by hand pumps fitted alongside each kitchen sink. My family moved into one of
these houses in 1946 but by that time the properties had been connected to the mains,
the hand pumps had been removed and the wells were redundant. But they were not
filled in, merely capped at ground level with a cast iron cover bolted in position. Up until
2005 the well at the rear of the house in which my family lived was still there, maybe it
still is.
The village mains water in those earlier days was supplied from a reservoir located at
Egwood Hill. The structure is now a farm building. Most of the time, this reservoir
seemed to satisfy demand but if there was a long dry spell and the water level in the
reservoir dropped, the supply would be lost. I recall this happening on several occasions
during the years 1950–55. It was then the well behind our council house was brought
into action again, the cover unbolted and water raised by a bucket on a rope. We, and
our neighbours, then filled our downstairs baths and miscellaneous buckets and bowls,
sufficient to last a day. Then the cover was replaced until the same time the next day,
until the mains supply was restored. The Egwood reservoir became redundant when a
borehole sunk at Waterloo Farm, initially to supply a proposed fish farm, was taken over
by the water supply authorities to provide a more reliable supply.
As the years slipped by and the mains supply became established, wells all over the
village must have been filled in, pumps removed and scrapped. In this project, the aim
was to seek out all that remains of those features and to accumulate as much
photographic evidence as possibly.

This pump stands in Lower Street.
Possibly, because of its high visibility, it
is sometimes referred to as ‘the village
pump’. In actual fact, it only served the
cottages thereabouts and in such a large
village was far from being the only one. It
appears to be the same manufacture as
the one that still stands at Tail Mill (see
below).
Photo: Alan Keene
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The spring, Church Street.
Known as Bundle Chute (or Bunnel Shoot?)

Once a wonderful stop-off point for thirsty
children on their way home from school;
maybe it still is when mum’s not looking.
Has it ever dried up? Most folk seem to
think it hasn’t, but you may know different!

This tap at Knapp was installed in
1885, courtesy of Thomas Hole who
lived at Moorlands House. As a child, I
lived close by, passing it on a daily
basis, but I never knew it to be
functional but my older sister did. By
the time I can recall, the operating part
of the tap had been removed and in the
void, some vandal had rammed a glass
marble, the stopper from a ginger beer
bottle. It was there for years, might still
be; it’s many a long year since I last
passed by.
In the photos below, the Knapp tap is
to the left of the shop. About 50 years
separates each of these photographs,
from the 1900s to 1950s. Today the
scene is vastly different but the tap is
still there.
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This pump, situated at the top of Tail Mill Lane,
has the honour of being Listed, principally
because of its position in relation to
surrounding buildings and as being
representative of such pumps. It was made and
presumably installed sometime during the mid
to late 1800s. It is made of cast iron and
manufactured by a company called Warners. It
includes a circular pillar, fluted top and dome,
and at the top an acorn-shape finial. The spout
includes a bucket stay (photo detail) and the
shaped handle even has a knob on the end. A
real treasure, in beautiful condition.

John Warner and Sons, Crescent, Cripplegate, London.
Exhibited a range of domestic and industrial pumps at the 1862 London Exhibition. One of
their products was;
WARNER'S PATENT CAST-IRON LIFT PUMP
for wells not exceeding 25 ft. in length.
The Merriott Warner pumps are probably examples.

This pump once served a number of
cottages and a small bakery. It’s now a
decorative feature, and very nice too. It’s
of different manufacture than the Lower
Street and Tail Mill pumps, a little less
ornate.
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Pumps appear to have been installed
in all sorts of places. This one is
rusting away its days at the edge of a
field close by the village. Its location
suggests it was used for
watering livestock. It could well be
another Warner pump (see earlier
notes) since it has a fluted pillar and
a bucket hook.

One that almost got away! The pictures on the left show all that can be seen of this pump, and
its location by the side of the road at Pye Corner. It appears to have been partially buried until
it was completely exposed in 1980, possibly when roadwork was underway (above picture)
and then it was buried deeper still, in the well itself. Can anyone recall this pump by the side of
the road? I can’t, and yet I must have walked by that spot on numerous occasions.
Recent photos: Alan Keene
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Made in 1834, and this Church Street pump
still works! The casing has been replaced, no
doubt many times since 1834, also the
handle. But the spout and header look as
good as new. The pictures on the left were
taken in the 1980s; the one above in 2011.
It’s good to see the pump is still appreciated
and maintained.
Recent photo above: Alan Keene

Green is the colour ….the one on the left is in Broadway, the one on the right in
Lower Street. At least, they were. These pictures were taken in the 1980s,
photographer(s) unknown. Thirty years on, are the pumps still there? The stone
trough is interesting. If it was originally under the pump to provide a ready supply of
water for general use, could it be the curved end should be to the fore?
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Update. Thirty odd years on and the green pump on the left on the previous
page is still there and what’s more it’s had a makeover. What a handsome
chap, so many lovely cast details. Well worth preserving, that’s for sure. Well
done, the present owners. Update photos Alan Keene

A rather ignominious end for this old fella,
having to wear a flowery hat, but that’s
progress for you. This pump is around
the Shiremoor Hill area and is another of
the photographs taken in the 1980s. The
date on the front says 1841. There’s
another of those troughs with a curved end
to the side of the pump.
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Two more tucked away in neighbouring
properties, Lower Street

Below, three taken in the 1980s.

Barn Cottage, Boozer Pit

Farringdon

Highbanks
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This pump is in a farmyard in
Church Street. It must surely
be female – so slender, such a
dainty arm. Deserving of some
TLC when this picture was
taken a good many years ago.
Wonder if it has been
forthcoming? Another stone
trough, no curved end this
time.

Above, three views of a working pump, plus the
well beneath, at Half Moon House, Boozer Pit.
Interesting long-reach spout.

And left, on the same site, a
second working pump of
working pump
identical
design.
of identical
design.
All photos: Alan Keene
All photos: Alan Keene
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A pump that will set those with a practical bent asking why such a complex mechanism was
necessary.

And one with an unusual additional
pipe connected diagonally at the
base. Can anyone suggest why?
All photos: Alan Keene
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The oldest pump we have located, so far. Going on 200 years old and still useful……… handy
for giving the dog a shower? This one is in the tack room at Egwood. A beautiful stone trough,
installed the right way around, making a perfect dog ‘basket’.

Left and above, another old-timer still
in situ at Dugdole Farm.
All photos: Alan Keene
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This pump and the well from
which it draws water are in
Lower Street. In the
photograph lower left, along
the bottom of the photograph,
the extraction pipe can just be
seen, reaching down into the
water. The photograph below
shows the well lining.

Another small bore well, again in Lower
Street, to which a pump was probably
attached. The digging and stone lining of
such wells gives food for thought, bearing in
mind the small space in which the builder had
to work.

All photos on this page: Alan Keene
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This previously unknown well was
discovered by chance during
excavations for an extension at
the rear of a Shiremoor Hill cottage.

Photographs: Nigel Stephens
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