Elim Four Square Gospel Church
Text: David Gibbs
Elim
Four
Square
Pentecostal Church once
stood a hundred or so yards
along on the right-hand side
of the entrance road into
Hitched. Built in 1937, it
was a very simple brick
building that originally stood
between two strips of
arable land. There were no
other buildings on that side
of the road until much later.
The property wqs sold at
auction
in
1998
and
demolished. The site is now
occupied by private housing.

The photograph above shows how the chapel, and the
rectory alongside, looked before demolition.

This photograph was taken
looking over open ground
towards Broadway, with
thatched cottages in the
distance

This photograph was taken
looking from the stage,
from which the pastor
addressed the
congregation, towards the
main entrance doors.
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Four Square was very mush a family-oriented church where children were more than
welcome. A great attraction during the latter war years was Sunshine Corner, special
services for children that ran for a two-week period. The services were conducted by a
visiting pastor, Uncle Harry, who played a ukulele of all things, just like George Formby!
And no other village church or chapel had a piano to lead the hymn singing, never mind a
ukulele, not to mention the accompanying orchestra of tambourines and triangles played
with great enthusiasm by the children. Children queued to get in.
Sunshine Corner services continued long after Uncle Harry’s visits. Here’s a photo of
children attending a much later Sunshine Corner, probably late 1950s, lead by Pastor
Nicholson

This picture is of two little
girls, Wendy and Angela, who
lived close by and regularly
attended Four Square.
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More fun for the children.

Somebody can’t wait to get
started!

The ladies entertain.
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The good ladies of Elim Four Square, waiting to serve stacks of sandwiches and cakes
prepared for a children's party held to celebrate winning the National Sunday School
Shield. The ladies in the picture, left to right, are Mrs Bryant, Mrs Thurtle, Miss
Warren, Mrs King, Mrs Nicholson and Mrs Raison.
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Apart from regular services, Four Square was also a venue for other events such as
baptism (full immersion), weddings and funeral services. The two photographs below are
of what is believed to have been the last wedding to be held at the chapel.
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