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Village Schools – Group Photographs 

Text: David Gibbs 

 
They are not dated but the photographs on this page are believed to be the oldest 
existing photographs of the village school children – probably the first ever taken 
although, towards the end of the 1890s 
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Merriott School, 1906, taken in celebration of the success of the Merriott Savings 
Association. The Headmaster, John Barlow, is standing at the rear. The older boys 

standing well back in the playground were probably non-savers. A feature of the school 
at that time, and for many years after, was the front garden in which the girls grew 
flowers. The boundary wall at that time consisted of a set of spaced stone pillars, 

linked with wrought iron rails. 

 
League of Young Patriots, Merriott CS Branch, 1918, celebrating their Flag Day when they 

collected nearly £60 for Blind Soldiers’ Children.  
From left standing: Maggie Osborne, Freda Paull, Florrie Parker, Ivy Wills, Eva Paull, Blanche 

Mitchell. Second from right sitting: Hilda Paull. Others unknown. 
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Year unknown. This photo was taken at the top of what was then Little Lane, now 

Evergreen Path, where the dumb boys are. It must have been a very special occasion 

because the children appear to be dressed in what would surely be the 'Sunday Best'. 
 

 

Merriott School, 1916(?) Not all names/positions are known. 
Back row: Jack Sprake, Cyril Lawrence, John Barlow (Headmaster) 

Middle row: May Cable (3rd from left). 
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Another photo of the school Young Patriots taken toward the end of WW1, 

proudly posing with the list of provisions and other items collected as 
their contribution to the war effort. 

 
A feature of a village boys schooling right up until the late 1940s was to learn how to grow 

vegetables. An area of land alongside the then boys’ playground, and another area 
beyond the school towards Hitchen, was divided into plots, one for each of the older 
boys. In this photo, Mr Barlow is again present as the well-dressed boys pose with their 
shiny gardening tools.
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Merriott Infants' School, 1925.  

 

 
Merriott Infants' School, 1928. 


