Junior Drama Group
Newspaper Report
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L tion
Funder
Gwenllian Hopper., who has

- Everyone
“a star in
production

With *“The Farker Plan'.
Merriott Junior Drama Group
diveried from their usual
formula. Kings, GHISET 5.
Princes and fairies gave way to
coniempoTaty schoolchildren
in easua! holiday garb. But
A e B

L iyt men
valus that the play provided.
It was & brilliart consumme-
of months of rehearsal
the-guldance of Wrs L

plonesred children's drama in
Merriott for the pasi 11 vears.

It was the story of & tean-
age schoolbor, played by
Michasl Best, who, though
regarded as a “write-off' by
his parents snowed them and
the whole villige community
of H igh Farthing that if he

‘was bothered by Pythagoras in

school it did not stop him con-
verting a disueed forge into a
Village Hall. overcoming all
sortis of opposition and physical
chstacles in the process.
1ively interludes were pro-
vided by the village ‘louts’ who
did all they could to impade
ithe zood work. They were
pDiangad by David Taylor, Peler
e, Ppul Daffern  and
Anthony Barrett, Their lively
performance carriad thwe show
from ome ecrigie lo the next

Particularly —memorable was
thelr 4
forge. punctuated Wy the

crashing of plates and SaUCEYs
on the stage foor.

Tt is usually possible to pim-
point 2 dominant performer,
but in this show the whole cast
was the star. Each and evary-
one deserves unstinted praise.
Trhe chorus, ranging Irom
Mnagth_ &8 o tny fots, Ssang
b

tunes ln the play fo the

meni of Roy Daflern.
whose inimitable styie both on
tha plano and the aleciric

orgenh, sdded the pr
touch.
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|| spirit. 4
| plerrioit are, indeed, very for- [_

/ ghew wWas an  un-
paralleled success  for  thes
producer, who, though It be a
Junlor Group, doss not stop at!
involving the whole village:
Even the Vicar, Rew. L.°
Colledge, was caught in thef
net znd willingly ioined the’
cast in the official opening of°
the Village Hal at High
Farthing, Over the years the!
Merriott Junior Drama Group?
bas mcted as a catalyst in
sparking off & bruly communal?

The  echildren of!

tunate to have in Mirs. Hopper
toe driving foree that makes
thelr dramutie astivities pos-
sible and from which they get
g0 mueh enjoyment. ; \

In every presentation ome,
must not forget the hidden |

scenes, To them much credit
must be given.

workars who foil behind ﬂm[

| Cast

Seott-Robinson, Timothy Scobi-
n. Marc Smibsn, William |

Ro
%' Hobinson, House, |
bbic Herper, Terry O'Reilly,

simom  Edge, Susan . Cable, |/
Donna Perry, Rev. L. Golledge, (0
\Julle Voss, Elspeth Harfeld, -
Lynn Knowles, Wanda 55, 4
Catrona Harfield, Trudi ™
Norion, Liza Voss, Sharen™

| Sweet, Lynn Eendell, Mandy

.| Pounkney,

Voss, Iynn  Bweet, Richard
Hoopers Kay Brown, Linda
Witcombe,  Jemifer  James,
Paullne Shoamare. - . .
© Btage divector, Alan Robin-
‘son; assistant slage MANARErs
‘David Robingon, Philip Rain-
ford, Tony Barber: production. i
managar, Ron Ashdown; light-
ing. Sylvia Crotty, John®
Nicholls; scenery construction. |
Douglas Cable, Ken Durrant;
properties, Wendy Brown: back
ctage, Barbara Robinson. Ruth |
Utton, Beryly:
Jackson, LKL, I /

up, Murle] Rumsey: wardrobe,!
FPeg Guooding, Brenda Finch;
treasurer, DML Henneage,
publicity and front of house,
Eoy Daflern. FIW.
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